
How to leave a lasting  
gift to homeless people
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St Mungo’s vision is that everyone 
should have a place to call home and 
can fulfil their hopes and ambitions.  
Every night of the year, St Mungo’s 
houses over 2,500 people, in more 
than 250 projects across London 
and the south of England.  However, 
this is just the start of many people’s 
journeys.

Thanks to our dedicated staff and 
our essential services, many of our 
clients are able to improve their health, 
learn new skills, and build up their 
confidence once again.  The stories in 
this brochure show just what can be 
achieved with the right kind of support.

These stories make me very proud – 
and every day I am inspired by the fact 
that these ‘recovery focussed’ activities 
our clients refer to are, in large part, 
funded through the generosity shown 
by our supporters.  We simply could 
not do what we do without these gifts 
– without people like you.

I would like to take this opportunity 
to say thank you – for your support, 
your goodwill and for the fact that 
you are now considering leaving a gift 
in your Will to St Mungo’s. 

Together, we really can help people to 
change their lives.

With very best wishes,

Howard Sinclair
Chief Executive

Message from our Chief Executive
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Helping people learn  
essential life skills
Malcolm’s story: Malcolm had a troubled 
childhood and by the time he was 19, he was 
sleeping on the streets.  In his 30s, Malcolm ended 
up back on the streets once more, struggling with 
substance use and health problems.  

Since arriving at our hostel, he has received help 
with tackling his substance use and support  
with essential life skills such as cooking  
and budgeting.  Thanks to the right  
support and encouragement,  
he is now well on the path to  
building himself a brighter future.

St Mungo’s has gone that step or two 
further than anyone has before.
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When people walk through our 
doors, they have often hit rock 
bottom.  They may have mental and 
physical health problems, including 
issues with addiction, and often lack 
essential skills and confidence.

We know that simply putting a roof 
over people’s heads is not enough.  
Without the right kind of support, 
it can be extremely difficult for 
homeless people to overcome the 

obstacles which prevent them from 
leading fulfilling lives.

A gift to St Mungo’s means we can 
invest in refurbishment programmes 
and create the right kind of 
environment to help people flourish.

It also means we can provide a range 
of services and programmes, helping 
people to regain their health and 
improve their skills.

How your gift can help future generations  
of people facing homelessness

Thanks to the kindness of our supporters, like you, we’re able to 
provide a range of personalised services which can truly change lives.
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My life has turned around and I can 
now help others do the same.

Helping people learn skills and find work
Lorna’s story: Lorna became homeless several years ago after she struggled 
with a substance use problem which led to her being evicted from her home.  
She slept on other people’s sofas for a while, but then ended up on the streets. 

Thankfully, Lorna eventually got a place at one of our hostels, where she received 
the support she needed to tackle her substance use.  As part of her recovery, 
she started volunteering with our Peer Advice Link service, and subsequently got 
a place on our Apprenticeship Scheme.  She is now very happily working full-
time in one of our projects.
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Our health services

We help clients to access medical 
professionals and offer in-house 
support, including substance use 
workers and psychotherapists.

Our health and skills training programmes

In 2014-15, our complex 
needs team delivered 
1,430 interventions for 
substance use, 1,500 for 
physical health and 682 
for mental wellbeing.

Our skills and  
employment services

We know that getting back to work 
allows people to build themselves a 
bright and independent future.  Thanks 
to our skills and employment teams:  

• Our clients can access training 
courses, career counselling and job 
coaching;

• Clients can also take part in our 
award-winning schemes including 
‘Bricks and Mortar’ – which 
teaches bricklaying and plastering – 
and ‘Revive’ – focussing on painting 
and decorating.

Our Recovery Colleges at London 
and Bristol run over 250 courses 
between them, ranging from 
assertiveness to literacy training and 
even bicycle maintenance.

‘I decided to  
leave a gift in my Will 
because I believe in  
helping those less 

advantaged to myself. 
I can’t imagine what it 

would be like to  
be homeless.’   
Mrs E Heese

Last year, our Skills 
and Employment team 
worked with 2,400 people 
across London, with 211 
clients getting jobs.
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Our simple five step guide to making, changing or 
updating your Will

Step 1: Making a Will for the first time

We suggest you consult a local solicitor when making a new Will.  Before visiting, it’s 
a good idea to make a list of everything you own, such as property, money, cars and 
other possessions; as well as anything you may owe, such as a mortgage, loans or 
credit cards etc.  Then you can decide who you want to remember in your Will.  We 
know your family and friends will always come first, and there may also be some of 
your favourite charities that you’d like to remember.  Finally you’ll need to appoint two 
executors, these are people you nominate to carry out the instructions in your Will. 

It’s a good idea to review your Will every 5-10 years to make sure it reflects your 
wishes.  If you’d like to make a number of changes, it may be better to draw up a 
new Will. 

Step 2: Choosing the type of gift you’d like to leave

There are many ways you can give a gift to homeless people:

A share of your estate: Once you’ve taken care of your family and friends,  
you can leave a share of what’s left of your estate, also known as a ‘Residual gift’.  
The value of this gift is not eroded by inflation, so is an effective way to finalise 
your estate.

A fixed sum of money:  This involves leaving a gift of a fixed amount of money, 
this is also known as a ‘Pecuniary gift’.

A specific gift:  You may choose to leave a specific item, such as jewellery or 
stocks and shares.

It’s best to take professional advice from your solicitor in such instances, to ensure 
your wishes are properly met.

In Memory Donations:  Many people ask family and friends to give a  
gift to charity rather than buy flowers.  If you would like gifts to be given to  
St Mungo’s in this way, we can send you an ‘In Memory’ request form, which  
you can keep with your Will.
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Step 3: Updating your existing Will

If you already have an up to date Will, but you want to make minor changes, like 
including a gift to St Mungo’s, then you may find using a codicil form is a simpler 
and less expensive option than re-writing the whole Will.

Your solicitor will be able to prepare a codicil, or you can download one from our 
website at www.mungos.org/legacies.  We also recommend you ask your 
solicitor to check your codicil to ensure that it’s legally valid, as making changes 
yourself could invalidate your Will. 

Step 4: Leaving a gift to St Mungo’s

If you decide to leave a gift to St Mungo’s, your solicitor can advise you on the 
appropriate wording.  However you will need our charity name, address and 
registered charity number:

Official Charity Name: St Mungo Community Housing Association
Address: 3 Thomas More Square, Tower Hill, London E1W 1YW
Registered Charity Number: 1149085

Inheritance Tax
Gifts to charity are inheritance tax free.  If the value of your estate is more than 
the inheritance tax threshold, a gift to charity could reduce your inheritance tax 
liability.  If you leave more than 10% of your estate to charity, the rate of tax on 
the rest of the estate is reduced by 10%.  Your solicitor can tell you more.
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We understand that making a Will is a personal matter which may require a 
great deal of consideration.  If you do decide to remember St Mungo’s in your 
Will, it would be a great help if you could let us know, so that we can thank you 
for your support.

I’ve already included St Mungo’s in my Will

I am considering including St Mungo’s in my Will 

This isn’t for me right now

Please send me an ‘In Memory’ request form

Your details

Title:    First Name:

Surname:

Address:

      

      Postcode:

Telephone Number:

Email Address:

I am happy for you to contact me by phone about Gifts in Wills

I am happy for you to contact me by email about Gifts in Wills

I am happy for you to contact me by post about Gifts in Wills

 

Step 5: My plans

Y    N
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Please contact Katie Wimpenny, Legacy Coordinator, on 020 3856 6376 or at  
legacies@mungos.org, or complete the form and return it to:

Katie Wimpenny
Legacy Coordinator
St Mungo’s
Fifth Floor
3 Thomas More Square
London  E1W 1YW

15FEBLEGB

Please tell us why you felt inspired to remember St Mungo’s in your Will
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For more information contact: 
St Mungo’s, Fifth Floor,
3 Thomas More Square, London  E1W 1YW

Tel:  020 3856 6000   Fax: 020 3856 6001
www.mungos.org

St Mungo Community Housing Association is a registered  
charity and a limited company registered in England and Wales
Registered Charity No. 1149085   Company No. 8225808   
Housing Association No. LH0279

‘I left a gift  
to St Mungo’s in my  
Will because of the  

feeling that if one of my 
children was in need, I 
would know they’d be 
there to help them.’   

St Mungo’s  
supporter

 

Another way in which you can 
help homeless people is through 
StreetLink.  When you see someone 
sleeping rough you can simply contact 
StreetLink, and they will help to 
connect that person to the local 
services available.

StreetLink number: 0300 500 0914 

www.streetlink.org.uk

Please note that StreetLink only operates in 
England and Wales.
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